THE STORY BEHIND

By Leiann M. Walther

The Background:
TIME AND ETERNITY
My goal in putting this Bible History Timeline
video together was to communicate in the
simplest forms:
• the big themes of Scripture
• the major time periods
• the main characters
• and the important places
…all in 2 minutes!
The story of the Bible begins “In the beginning,
God…” The whole story is about the God of
Eternity creating “day and night”—Time, and
then placing man into that terrarium for His
purposes. (Genesis 1:5, Proverbs 16:4, Ephesians 2:10)

Each man’s lifetime is a blip on the bigger line
of human history, but all play a part in what
God is unfolding. (Psalm 103:15, Psalm 144:4, James
1:10-11)

God Himself entered the timeline and had
events recorded at each part. When put
together, the parts show that no human could
have orchestrated the unfolding of God’s
work in redeeming man.

All of these themes form the background to the details of the Bible, so the way
the video background is put together conveys those same ideas.
On the bottom layer, there is a pattern of orange, glowing light. This represents
that God is the source and sustainer of everything visible and known to humans.
(Psalm 19:1-4, Romans 1:20)

The next layer is an expanse of space, representing eternity and our awareness
that it is always “out there.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) If you look closely in the video, you
can see the moving, flickering light of stars in the background.
The third layer is old parchment paper. God has not only spoken into man’s
history, He orchestrated that it be written down. (Deuteronomy 10:4, II Peter 1:20-21)
The final top layer is a grainy black and white film. This was to illustrate the swift
moving story of history, and man’s transience on history’s stage. (Psalm 39:5,
Isaiah 40:6)

I also chose the music Determination by Jon Wright to convey an unrelenting,
steady march punctuated with dramatic gongs.

The Line:
GOD’S REDEMPTIVE PLAN
The Bible moves from God’s dealings with mankind to God’s dealings
with one man, Abraham, all within the first eleven chapters of the Bible.
In Genesis 12:3 God states that He will make of Abraham a Great Nation
and bless all the nations through ONE that will come from his family
line. The rest of the Old Testament unfolds the details of God keeping
His promise to and through Abraham’s family.
There are major periods when events are moving the line forward.
There are times when the line seems to go slowly for hundreds of years
with no recorded details of what is happening. There are times when it
looks like God’s plan is going to end, and then God will move, and we
see the Redemptive story shoot forward.
To illustrate the major time periods, I used a line that tapers as it moves
across the page. Just as it is about to move out of view, a new era
begins. You will notice the tapering line:
after the pre-Abraham period (Genesis 1-11)
after Abraham’s descendants are birthed as a nation of 12 Tribes (Genesis 12Deuteronomy) and take possession of Canaan (Joshua)

after the period of the Judges and the transition through the failed kingship of Saul
(Judges-I Samuel)

after the Assyrian invasion destroys the Northern Kingdom of Israel
(II Samuel-II Kings 17)

after Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Southern Kingdom of Judah and they return
(II Kings 18-Esther, Isaiah-Malachi)

after the Intertestamental period up to the Crucifixion, where it appears Messiah
has been cut off (Daniel 9:26, Matthew-John)

after the Church is established and the early apostles and Paul die (Acts-Rev.)
after 2020 where we don’t know what the next details are,
but we know time goes on and God is continuing His plan.

The Old Testament Characters:
MESSIAH COMES INTO THE WORLD

What’s so important about
THESE characters?
Hebrews 11 records a list of men and women who
trusted God’s Word and acted on it. This formed the
basis of the names included in this timeline. For
example: Cain and Abel were the children of Adam
and Eve, but only Abel is included in this timeline,
because he is the one listed in Hebrews 11 as
demonstrating faith in God.

In addition, Matthew 1 tells the genealogy from
Abraham to Jesus, and it includes the names of four
women. These four women are included in the
timeline, showing God’s ability to redeem any
situation in order to bring His Messiah into the world.

Pre-Abraham (Genesis 1-11)
Adam: was the first man God created and through him sin entered the world.
From then on there were two lines—those who believed God’s Word and turned to His way,
and those who turned to their own way and made idols in place of God.

Abel: offered to God the firstlings of his flock, which was acceptable to God.
His brother, Cain, hated Abel and his acceptable sacrifice, and killed him.
Enoch: walked with God, and God took him directly to Heaven.
Methuselah: was the oldest man recorded in the Bible. If you hear someone say
that someone is “as old as Methuselah” they are pretty old!
Noah: was warned about the coming Flood and built an ark to preserve life.
Job: It is generally believed that Job lived before Abraham. Although he
suffered greatly, he revered God even more than his own life. His patient
endurance was commended by God.

The Patriarchs
(Genesis 12-50)
Abraham: left everything behind in Ur because of
God’s promise to make of him a great nation and
bless all peoples through him.
Sarah: was Abraham’s wife who had her only son
at age 90! …only possible with God.

The Wilderness (Exodus-Deuteronomy)
Moses: was a descendant of Jacob, through Levi, who led all the Israelites out of Egypt at the
Passover. He led them through the Red Sea and into the Wilderness. God instructed him to
write down the Pentateuch (the first 5 books of the Bible).
Aaron: was the older brother of Moses, whom God chose to serve before Him as the High
Priest. Only those descended from Aaron could be priests to God.

Isaac: was Abraham’s son who inherited the promise God
gave Abraham. God spared his life by providing a ram.
Rebekah: was Isaac’s wife that God led Abraham’s servant
to get for him.

Jacob: was the younger twin of Isaac and Rebekah, who
deceived his father in order to get the patriarchal blessing.
God later renamed him Israel.
Judah: was the fourth son of Jacob. It was prophesied that the scepter
would not depart from his descendants, even before there was a king.
Tamar: The first of four women recorded in the genealogy of Jesus
(Matthew 1). She had twins with Judah, her father-in-law. (Genesis 38)
Joseph: was the eleventh son of Jacob. He was sold by his brothers into
slavery in Egypt, where he became the co-ruler. He moved all of Jacob’s
family to Egypt during an extended famine in order to keep them alive.

The Israelites: numbered about 2-1/2 million at the time of the Exodus from Egypt.
God made a covenant with them at Mt. Sinai and gave them His righteous laws.
They made a false god and wanted to return to Egypt rather than go forward into Canaan.

The Conquest (Joshua)
Joshua: was commissioned to take the Israelites into Canaan after the
death of Moses in order to possess the land promised to Abraham.
Rahab: was a prostitute in Jericho who believed God and helped His
people. She is the second woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus
(Matthew 1).

Time of the Judges
(Judges-Ruth-I Samuel 8)
Deborah and Barak: were not married to each
other, but they worked together to lead the
Israelites to victory over their enemies.

The United Kingdom (I Samuel 9-I Kings 10)
Saul: was the first king of Israel, although not a man of faith. Sadly, he rejected God’s Word and
his repeated disobedience ended his kingship. He was killed in battle.
Jonathan: was the son of Saul, a mighty warrior, a man of faith, and David’s best friend. He was
killed in battle with his father and two of his brothers.

Gideon: was another unlikely leader whom God
used to help His people when they were in distress.
Jephthah: was of lowly birth, but he made and kept his vow
in order to secure a victory for Israel.

David: was from the line of Judah. God promised him and enduring House and Kingdom. He
loved God with his whole heart and was the Shepherd of Israel. He made Jerusalem the
capital of the country and place for God’s dwelling.
Bathsheba: was the wife of Uriah, who, with David, committed adultery. Her son,
Solomon, was chosen by God to be the successor on David’s throne. She is the fourth
woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1).

Samson: was set apart for God’s purposes from birth, but
because he broke his vow to God, he was eventually
defeated by his enemies, the Philistines.
Boaz: was the son of Rahab and lived in Bethlehem during the time of
the judges. He married Ruth, the widow of a deceased relative.
Ruth: was a Moabite woman who abandoned her false idols and religion
in order to seek refuge in God. She is the great-grandmother of King
David and is the third woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus

Solomon: was David and Bathsheba’s son who built God’s magnificent Temple in
Jerusalem.

The Divided Kingdom (I Kings 11-II Kings 16)
Elijah, Elisha, Jonah: After the tribes of Israel split from the tribe of
Judah, they immediately turned from God into idolatry and false
religion. These prophets, along with Hosea and Amos, spoke God’s truth
and demonstrated God’s power during these dark days.

(Matthew 1).

Samuel: was dedicated to God before birth. He was the last of the judges
and started the time of the prophets. He united the 12 tribes to follow
God and anointed the first and second kings of the nation.

Jehoshaphat: was a king of Judah who followed God and brought His
Word to the people. His alliance with wicked Ahab and Jezebel, king
and queen of Israel, almost killed off the royal family of David!

Assyrian Invasion
(II Kings 17-20, Isaiah)
Hezekiah: was a descendant of Jehoshaphat (and
David!) who led a purifying reform of Judah and
turned back to God’s ways as Assyria was invading.
Isaiah: spoke God’s truth to Hezekiah and helped
him stand fast in trusting God when the Assyrian
armies invaded the land. He spoke of God’s coming
Messiah who would take the sins of God’s people
on Himself (Isaiah 53) and be worshipped by all
nations. (Isaiah 43:25)
Micah: was a contemporary of Isaiah who preached in the small
towns of Judah. He foretold that Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2)
Habakkuk: came after the Assyrian threat had passed and Judah
had sunk into its lowest and darkest time under Hezekiah’s son,
Manasseh. He longed for God’s righteousness and foresaw the
coming Babylonians.
Assyria: destroyed and scattered the northern country, Israel on its
way to Egypt, but could not capture Jerusalem because God sent a
wasting plague on the Assyrian army. (Isaiah 36-39) You might notice
in the video that Assyria “narrowly misses” Hezekiah.

The Babylonian Captivity
(II Kings 21-25, Jeremiah-Daniel)
Josiah: was the last godly descendant of David, who, when he heard God’s law read for the first
time, wholeheartedly did what it said and led the country in spiritual reform.
Jeremiah: was a priest whom God called as a prophet to warn King Josiah and his sons that
Babylon was coming to destroy Jerusalem unless they changed their ungodly living.
Ezekiel: was another priest, taken as a captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. He
prophesied to fellow captives before and after Jerusalem was destroyed.
Daniel: was of the nobility in Jerusalem. He was taken to Babylon by
Nebuchadnezzar to be educated by the Babylonians. He held fast to God and
God showed him the Gentile kingdoms that would rule over His people. You
might notice in the video that Babylon engulfs both Ezekiel and Daniel, but
doesn’t touch Jeremiah, who is left in the land of Judah.
Babylon: Nebuchadnezzar exalted his kingdom above all others. He
destroyed Jerusalem and burned Solomon’s Temple to the ground.
You might notice that the depiction of the Gentile nations now turns
to color in the timeline as they take the stage of history. It seems
David’s line has ended, but God has a future and a hope for His
people who trust Him and wait for the fulfillment of His word.
Synagogues, scribes, and rabbis came into existence during the
Babylonian captivity and played a role in keeping Jewish culture
alive. The captives are called “Jews” because they are from the
nation of Judah.

The Return to the Land
(Ezra-Esther,
Haggai-Malachi)
Persia: conquered Babylon “in a day.” Cyrus paid
for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the
Temple to their God.
Zerubbabel: was a descendant of King Josiah who
led a remnant of the people back to Jerusalem. He
is mentioned in the line of Jesus in Matthew 1.
Ezra: was a scribe who taught the law of God to the
generation that had been born in Babylon. In the video, he is
depicted with the scroll since he was meticulous in his records.
Esther: was a beautiful Jewish woman who was chosen to
marry the king of Persia. Through her position, she saved the
Jewish people from a genocide plotted by Haman.
Nehemiah: returned to Jerusalem and led in the rebuilding of
the old city wall in 52 days.

Haggai and Zechariah: were contemporary prophets who encouraged
Zerubbabel and the people to finish the Temple and prepare for the
coming Messiah!
Malachi: was the last of the Old Testament prophets who warned of
apostacy and exhorted them to prepare for God’s coming One.

GREECE
Alexander the Great: conquered the world as prophesied in Daniel’s visions and
imposed the Greek thinking, lifestyle, and idolatry that was opposed to God’s
written law. His generals divided the conquered lands between them, leading to
great persecution of the Jews.
The Maccabees: were from one family that revolted against the forced worship of
the Greek gods. The Jews rallied to fight the Greek-Syrian forces and gained their
independence. Hanukkah celebrates their victory.

ROME
After the Maccabees gained independence from Greek rule, two political
parties emerged.
Sadducees: came mainly from the priestly class that largely had adopted the
Greek thinking and lifestyle.
Pharisees: came mainly from the working class that had led the revolt against
the Greeks. They brought Rome in to help them regain their power, but instead
Rome took over and the Jews were once more subjugated to Gentile rulers.
Caesar Augustus: became the first Roman emperor in 27 BC. He
ordered a census of conquered lands for tax purposes (Luke 2). As a
result of this census Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem, at
which time Jesus was born.

The New Testament Characters:
MESSIAH GOES OUT TO THE WORLD
The Messiah is Here!
John the Baptizer: Isaiah prophesied that one would
come to prepare the way of the Lord, and John came
baptizing so that people would repent of their sins. He is
often mentioned at the beginning of the Gospels because
his message picks up where Malachi’s left off.
Mary: was a virgin who was told by Gabriel that the Son
of God, Messiah, would be born through her by God’s
Spirit and would save His people from their sins
(Matthew 1:21).

Joseph: was a direct descendant of King David (Matthew 1)
and took Mary as his wife after being instructed by an
angel in a dream to do so, even though she was already
expecting Jesus.
Peter, James, and John: were the inner circle of Jesus’ followers, of
which there were twelve total. They were fishermen who lived near and
worked on the Sea of Galilee. They left everything to follow Jesus and
learn from Him. In the Garden of Gethsemane, all the disciples ran away
from Jesus, but after the resurrection, Jesus appeared to them and ate
with them.

Jesus Christ
“Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Joshua” (Yeshua) and means
“God Saves.” “Christ” is the Greek word for “Messiah”—the Anointed
One foretold by the prophets.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as foretold by the prophet Micah, and was
announced to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night. Those
flocks were used for the Temple sacrifices. John identified Him as “the
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29) Without
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22). It is
through the blood of Jesus that we have the forgiveness of our sins,
according to the riches of His grace. (Ephesians 1:7 and I John 1:9)
You might notice in the video that when the blood appears, the
picture of the lamb fades out: The Lamb of God has been slain as an
offering for sin. (Isaiah 53)

After the Resurrection
Peter, James, and John: After witnessing the risen
Jesus and receiving His command to wait in
Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit, the apostles are filled
with boldness and courage to proclaim who Jesus
is and what He has done, even facing persecution.
Barnabas and Mark: were cousins and part of the
beginning Church fellowship. Barnabas generously
sold his land and gave the money to those in need.
He accepted Saul (Paul) into fellowship in Antioch. The three
men set out on the first missionary journey together, but Mark
quit. Later, however, Mark endured hardships to help Paul and
preach about Jesus.

From Jerusalem To The Ends of the Earth
Those who heard and believed: The men who learned from the apostles came to be
known as the “apostolic fathers” of the church. They are not shown in this video but
notice how Timothy’s ministry trails off before the timeline warps through 500, 1000,
1500, and 2000 years of history, up to modern times. Throughout all the events and
evil of each era, men and women have stayed true to the Word of God and proclaimed
it through the power of the Holy Spirit so that all the nations might know that Jesus is
both Lord and Savior. Jesus said: “The kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as
a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)
“Even so. Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20)

Paul: was a zealous Pharisee trained in rabbinical law under a top
rabbi in Jerusalem. He violently persecuted believers until Jesus
encountered him and took him into His service. He suffered greatly
while sharing about Jesus to both Jews and Gentiles.
(II Corinthians 11:23-29)

Timothy: joined Paul in his travels and was trained under him “like a
son.” He was a pastor in Ephesus, tasked with training faithful men.
Faithful Men: who could teach others also carried the message about Jesus
forward. (II Timothy 2:2)

The Pictures:
REAL PLACES. REAL PEOPLE.
Although the places of the Bible often take a back seat to the people and
events, they are an integral part of what God is doing on the earth. He is
the maker of the land, and He swore an oath to Abraham to give a certain
piece of land to his descendants. In other words, the eternal and
theological promises of God are not mere lofty ideas for deep thought or
debate. God tied His theological promises to real, geographical places. He
came and lived among us and worked in real time and in real places. (John 1)
His purpose in taking the descendants of Abraham into the land of Canaan
was to teach them how to live a life of trust in His provision for them.
(Deuteronomy 11:10-13)

In the following section, a brief explanation is given for several major cities
that play a key role in different eras of Bible history. As you read through
your Bible, notice where the events are taking place—or better still, go to
Israel and see for yourself!
The pictures in the Bible History Timeline are edited from photos used with permission from
Dr. Terry C. Hulbert. The video segments are purchased from videoblocks.com.

Egypt was the place Abraham went to escape a famine in Canaan
(Genesis 12). Joseph

was sold into slavery in Egypt, but later became
the co-ruler and moved his entire family there from Canaan.
(Genesis 46). Jacob’s descendants did not assimilate with the
Egyptians, although they did start to worship their gods and were
enslaved by the Egyptians. God delivered them once-for-all at the
Passover and led them through the Red Sea.
Solomon married an Egyptian wife and bought horses from Egypt.
Later kings of Judah often sought military help from Egypt against
northern invaders, rather than seeking help from God.
In Matthew 2, Joseph was warned to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt
to escape Herod’s murderous plot.

Shechem

was the first place Abraham camped and set up an
altar when he arrived in Canaan (Genesis 12). Jacob later bought a
piece of land here, but after two of his sons killed the men of the
city, they moved south (Genesis 34). After the conquest of Canaan, the
people gathered at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, on either side of
Shechem. (Joshua 8) Joshua delivered his farewell address and the
bones of Joseph were buried there (Joshua 24). In the time of the
judges, Gideon’s son, Abimelech, set himself up as ruler at Shechem
(Judges 9) Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, was crowned there just before
the split of the kingdom, and Jeroboam, the first king of the
northern kingdom, made it the first capital of the Northern kingdom
(I Kings 12). Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Elwell, W.A., and Beitzel, B.J.)

Jericho

was the first city conquered after Joshua and the
Israelites crossed the Jordan River. God brought the walls of
Jericho down and consecrated the city to Himself to show
the Canaanites that He was the One fighting against them
and removing them from the land.
During wicked King Ahab’s reign, a man disregarded the
Word of God and rebuilt the city, losing his sons as a result.
(I Kings 16:24)

Elisha and the company of prophets headquartered in
Jericho (II Kings 2). Years later, King Herod built his winter
palace in a new Jericho near the old site. Jesus passed
through Jericho, healing Bartimaeus and bringing salvation
to Zacchaeus. (Luke 18-19)

The Wilderness

was where God led the Israelites
coming out of Egypt down to Mt. Sinai, where He made a
covenant with them (Exodus 20). In the Wilderness, they were
to forsake the idols of Egypt and cling only to God. While at
Mt. Sinai, they built the Tabernacle and ordained Aaron’s
priestly line, according to God’s instructions. They organized
themselves into tribal units and learned to fight battles in
preparation to enter Canaan and take possession of the
land. Although their time in the Wilderness was to be of a
short duration, their constant complaints against God and
unbelief kept them in the Wilderness 40 years.

Mt. Gilboa

was located on the east side of the Jezreel
Valley and was the site of several battles. The most
significant battle was when Saul and his sons fought the
Philistine armies here. Jonathan and his brothers were killed
in battle, but Saul ended his own life by falling on his sword.
(I Samuel 31)

The Jezreel Valley

was the largest and richest valley in Israel.
Major trade routes crossed both East-West and North-South.
Surrounded by hills and mountains, the valley played a prominent
role during the time of the Judges and Northern Kings.
Mt. Tabor was the site of battle with Barak.
Hill of Moreh was where Gideon’s army fought.
Jezreel was where wicked Ahab had his winter capital, next to the
vineyard of Naboth. Mt. Carmel also looked down on the valley.
Shunem was where Elijah raised a boy to life.
Nain, in New Testament times, was where Jesus raised a boy to life.
Nazareth was on a ridge looking down on the Valley.

Jerusalem first appears in the Bible when Melchizedek, the “king
of Salem and priest of God most High” meets Abraham. (Genesis 14:18)
God tells Abraham to offer up Isaac in the “region of Moriah” which
later becomes the very site of the Temple (II Chronicles 3:1). God chose
Jerusalem long before David’s desire to make it the capital city of
Israel and place for God’s Temple. (Deuteronomy 12:5)
It was at this place where God would provide for Himself the
sacrifice for sin. (Genesis 22:8, I Chronicles 21:28-22:1). It was the location
where many prophets died at the hands of the leaders who did not
want to hear God’s rebuke (Matthew 23:37). Jesus was put on trial in
Jerusalem and crucified just outside the city gate. God will establish
His Messiah-King in Jerusalem. (Psalm 110)

Bethlehem

means “house of bread” and played an important
role during the time of the Judges. Among its notable people are
Ibzan (Judges 12), a Levite who helped establish idol worship for the
tribe of Dan (Judges 17) and a concubine of another Levite (Judges 19).
Naomi was from Bethelehm, as well as Boaz and Ruth. Their son,
Obed, and his son Jesse were raised there. Jesse’s youngest son,
David, was anointed the king by Samuel, who came to Bethlehem
and found him pasturing sheep.
Because Joseph, the husband of Mary, was a direct descendant of
David’s line, he had to register in Bethlehem for Caesar Agustus’ tax.
It was there Jesus was born in keeping with the prophecy of
Micah 5:2.

Hezekiah’s Tunnel

was built to divert the water
from the Gihon Spring into the walled section of the
city during the invasion of the Assyrian army into the
land. It has been discovered under the ancient City of
David in Jerusalem, and an inscription from the
tunnel is housed in a museum.
Although this preparation seemed like prudence,
God rebuked Hezekiah and the people for jumping to
such actions BEFORE seeking and turning to Him in
humble repentance. (Isaiah 22)

Mt. Carmel

was a dividing point between the land of
Israel and the Phoenecians to the north. It was there that
Elijah called 450 prophets of Baal to a contest so that all the
people could see which “god”/God would send rain—and
therefore, which was to be worshipped and served. God
answered with fire and then with a magnificent rain storm
after a 3-year drought—but the hearts of the people were
still unrepentant and unchanged. (I Kings 18-19)

Sea of Galilee was called the Sea of Chinnereth in the
Old Testament (Numbers 34:11). It was also called the Lake of
Gennesarat (Luke 5:1) and Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1).
Capernaum and Bethsaida were located on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee where Peter and other disciples lived and
worked. Jesus had much of his public ministry in and around
this area, performing many miracles of healing and teaching
the Sermon on the Mount and parables. After the
resurrection, He met His disciples there and
re-commissioned Peter (John 21).
Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Elwell, W.A., and Beitzel, B.J.)

Jerusalem Ruins

were extensive after the Babylonians
pillaged and burned the Temple and the city. (II Kings 25) When
the small number of Jews returned to the land, the amount
of rubble needing to be cleared before the rebuilding could
start was so discouraging that they wanted to quit. (Nehemiah
4:10) Nehemiah prayed that God would strengthen their
hands for the work and saw the answer as miraculous that
they were able to finish the wall in 52 days, even in the
midst of threats on their lives.

Why was the Bible given as history?
In Isaiah 48, God said that He told things before
they happened so that those who are stubborn
and refuse to believe Him could not say, “My idol
has done this.” There is NO OTHER book that has
historical details written hundreds of years in
advance of when those details become
important, because there is NO OTHER GOD like
the God of the Bible. There is NO OTHER religion
that has a SAVIOR for sin, because only God could
provide His perfect substitute, Jesus.
My hope in putting this Bible History Timeline together is that you will see that
History is truly HIS STORY, and that God is intimately involved in the affairs of
men and kingdoms.

God did not give His Scriptures as a philosophy book, although it
answers all of the most important questions of life:
Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where am I going?
He didn’t give His Word as a devotional book, although there are
many comforting verses in the Bible.
He did not have it written as a systematic theology, although it
teaches sound doctrine. He gave His Scriptures over 1500 years
as a history of His dealings with men in order to bring His Son, the
Savior, into the world and reconcile sinners to Himself.

I hope that you can use it before every Bible study so that you can see how
each part connects to the big picture.
I hope that you are drawn to Jesus Christ to trust Him as the Lord and Savior.
He is the fulfillment of all the Law and the Prophets spoke.
I hope that you are encouraged in your faith, as you see that in every dark time,
God sustained His people through the difficulties and pain of life.
I hope that you are strengthened to continue in the work which God has put
before you, regardless of what lies ahead, knowing that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain.

I hope that you love the Lord more and are more eagerly awaiting His return as
we see the day approaching.
Written by Leiann M. Walther
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