
  Hope Church Adult Sunday School Elective – Winter/Spring 2022 

  

  Lesson 8:   Brief Review from Last Fall  

                     Chap 8a: The 2-horned Ram and the Male Goat 

 

I.  Brief Review   

A. Themes:          

1. The LORD God of Israel is King of the nations and sole Sovereign of the world and its future. 

2. The LORD’s kingdom alone will ultimately triumph, but through great conflict in the interim as His authority 

is contested by earth’s rulers and the nations’ inhabitants.  

3. The LORD’s call of Daniel, his friends, and saints through the ages: ‘Holy devotion, excellent service, 

perseverance in trials, righteous influence – in honor of the King’ (these are His ‘maskilim’) 
 

      B.   Simplified Outline:  

             1.   Preparation of Daniel & His 3 friends to ‘stand before the king’ (chap 1; in Hebrew) 

2.   The One True God Confronting Gentile Emperors on Their Home Turf (chaps 2-7; mostly in Aramaic) 

3.   The God of History Preparing His Saints for their Contested Inheritance (chaps 8-12; in Hebrew) 
         

C. Sequence of Kingdoms told two ways:  

             Chap 2: Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue Dream (603 BC)                Chap 7: Daniel’s First Recorded Vision (553 BC) 

                                                                                                                4 Beasts 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                Ancient of Days  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                Son of Man  

 

 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                Saints 

                                                                                                                                                                         

  

                                                                                              

 

  

V.   Chapter 8 (Intro) 

A.   Chaps 8-12 

1. ‘Zooming In’ 

 

 

2. Repeating History (see diagram �) 

 

 

 

 

B.   Next 400 years foreseen/declared:  

 

 

 

 

C. 3 aspects to chapter  

 

   

 

D. In context of Daniel’s life (vs. 1) 
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VI. The Vision and Interpretation (first part; refer to next sheet)                                                                                        

A. 2-horned ram at Susa (vss 2-4)                                                                     vs 20  

 

 

 

B. Goat w/single horn (5-8a)                                                                             vs 21 

 

 

 

C. Broken horn & 4 other horns (8b)                                                                 vs 22 

 

  

 
VII. Medo-Persian Empire 

 (ending with Darius III) 

A. Capital: 

 

B. 2 nations: 

 

 

C. Extent:  

 

 

D. Ambition: 

 

 
VIII. Greek Empire 

     (under Alexander)   

A. Early years 

 

                                                                                                                               
http://web.cocc.edu/cagatucci/classes/hum213/Maps/Maps2HistoryAncient.htm     

                                                                                                            

B. The incredible conquest  

 

 

 

C. Early demise 

 

 

 

IX. Diadochi (Gk for ‘Successors’) 

A. Plan of Succession?  

 

B. Eventual Successors:  

1. Cassander 

2. Lysimachus 

3. Ptolemy 

4. Seleucus  

   

Closing Thought:  

 

  
Next Sunday: Please read sections of Chapter 8 not covered today and then go online and read I Maccabees chaps 1-4 

(a reasonably historic account written around 100 BC), looking for parallels/historic fulfillments to Daniel 8.  
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ESV Daniel Chapter 8  

                                                                                                                             Context, Vision, and Interpretation 

 

5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west across the 
face of the whole earth, without touching the ground.  And the goat had a 
conspicuous horn between his eyes.  
6 He came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the 
bank of the canal, and he ran at him in his powerful wrath. 
7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged against him 
and struck the ram and broke his two horns.  And the ram had no power to 
stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground and trampled on him.  
And there was no one who could rescue the ram from his power.  
8 Then the goat became exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great 
horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four conspicuous horns 
toward the four winds of heaven. 

 

21 And the goat is the 
king of Greece.  And 
the great horn 
between his eyes is 
the first king.  
22 As for the horn that 
was broken, in place 
of which four others 
arose, four kingdoms 
shall arise from his 
nation, but not with 
his power.                            

9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew                 
exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and 
toward the glorious land.   
10 It grew great, even to the host of heaven. And some of 
the host and some of the stars it threw down to the 
ground and trampled on them.  
11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. 
And the regular burnt offering was taken away from him, 
and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown.    
12 And a host will be given over to it together with the 
regular burnt offering because of transgression, and it 
will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and 
prosper.  
13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy      
one said to the one who spoke, “For how long is the 
vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the trans-
gression that makes desolate, and the giving over of the 
sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?”  
14 And he said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings.  
Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.” 

23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, 
when the transgressors have reached their 
limit, a king of bold face, one who under-
stands riddles, shall arise.   
24 His power shall be great - but not by his 
own power; and he shall cause fearful 
destruction and shall succeed in what he 
does, and destroy mighty men and the 
people who are the saints. 
 25 By his cunning he shall make deceit 
prosper under his hand, and in his own 
mind he shall become great.  Without 
warning he shall destroy many. And he 
shall even rise up against the Prince of 
princes, and he shall be broken - but by 
no human hand.  
26 The vision of the evenings and the        
mornings that has been told is true, but 
seal up the vision, for it refers to many 
days from now.” 

27 And I, Daniel,  
was overcome 
and lay sick for 
some days.     
Then I rose and 
went about the 
king’s business, 
but I was ap-
palled by the 
vision and did not 
understand it. 

2 And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa, the citadel, which is in the 
province of Elam.  And I saw in the vision, and I was at the Ulai canal.  

3 I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It 
had two horns and both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the 
higher one came up last.  

4 I saw the ram charging westward and northward and southward. No beast could 
stand before him, and there was no one who could rescue from his power.  He did as 
he pleased and became great. 
 

 

20 As for the 
ram that you 
saw with the 
two horns, 
these are the 
kings of Media 
and Persia.       

 

15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it. And behold, 
there stood before me one having the appearance of a man.  
16And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, and it called, 
“Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”  
17 So he came near where I stood. And when he came, I was frightened and fell 
on my face. But he said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for 
the time of the end.” 
18 And when he had spoken to me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground. But he touched me and made me stand up.  
19 He said, “Behold, I will make known to you what shall be at the latter end of 
the indignation, for it refers to the appointed time of the end.  

1In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared  
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first.  

 


