


What’s wrong with this picture?! 



The purpose of the wolf being in sheep’s clothing:
To gain the TRUST of the sheep.

The result? To destroy.

T h e y  a r e  F a l s e
T h e y  L o o k  A l i k e

T h e y  a r e  H i d d e n



And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they 
understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of 
bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. Matthew 16:5-12

False teaching matters. The way I can identify false 
teaching is… 

…to know the Scriptures.  This takes time, reading, and study. 

T h e  F a l s e  T e a c h e r



The earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus.

Is this person teaching the truth?

Magic of India

“You need to do what makes you happy.”
“God wants you to be happy.”

“You have the power within you 
to be the wonderful person you are.”



What Jesus Said

“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.You will know them 
by their fruits… So then, you will know them by their fruits.

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is 
in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out 
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO

PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ Matthew 7:13-22

“For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great 
signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”         
Matthew 24:24



“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams 
arises among you and gives you a 
sign or a wonder, and the sign or the 
wonder comes true, concerning 
which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let 
us go after other gods (whom you 
have not known) and let us serve 
them,’ you shall not listen to the 
words of that prophet or that 
dreamer of dreams; for the LORD

your God is testing you to find out 
if you love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul.”
Deuteronomy 13:1-5

A true experience doesn’t equal truth. 
Check the teaching with the whole of Scripture.



“For from the least of them even to the greatest of them,
Everyone is greedy for gain, And from the prophet even to the priest 
Everyone deals falsely. “They have healed the brokenness of My people 
superficially, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace.           
Jeremiah 6:13-14

Then the Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My 
name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; 
they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the 
deception of their own minds.”

“Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: The 
committing of adultery and walking in falsehood;
And they strengthen the hands of evildoers, So that no one has turned back 
from his wickedness. All of them have become to Me like Sodom, And her 
inhabitants like Gomorrah.”

A persuasive display doesn’t equal truth. 
Check the pattern of life with Scripture.



The false prophet is not honest with 
people about their sin and the 
consequences of it.  They promise 
there will be no consequences—only 
God’s peace, love, and safety—even 
when the person is unrepentant and 
continues living contrary to God’s 
explicit words.

The dramatic displays of power draw 
attention to the false prophet as if 
the power resides in them, rather 
than pointing people back to God 
and showing them their need to 
repent. True prophets did not claim 
to have “residual power” within 
themselves. (note: Joseph/Daniel) 



• Those living for themselves, according to their own 
understanding and desires, are under God’s 
Judgment.

• There is pardon for those who turn from their own 
way and receive Jesus. “I’m a sinner. I need a Savior.”

• Holiness is to characterize the life of the true follower 
of Jesus, demonstrated by actions.  Holiness comes 
from Jesus and staying close to Him.  This is a 
GROWING process.  



The purpose of the wolf being in sheep’s clothing:
To gain the TRUST of the sheep.

The result? To destroy.

T h e  L o o k  
A l i k e



Are these the same?



Is there any doubt now?



What Jesus Said
“Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat 
sprouted and formed heads, then the tares also appeared.
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the tares come from?’
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot 
the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the tares and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field 
is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
Matthew 13:24-29, 36-39



Are these the same?

True believers producing good fruit. Imitation believers producing no fruit.



What Paul Said
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore 
be on the alert... Acts 20:27-31

But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with 
anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually immoral or 
greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or 
swindler. Do not even eat with such people.  What business is it of 
mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those 
inside? God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from 
among you.”  I Corinthians 5:11-13
“A little leaven, leavens the whole lump of dough.”
“Bad company corrupts good morals.”



The purpose of the wolf being in sheep’s clothing:
To gain the TRUST of the sheep.

The result? To destroy.

T h e  H i d d e n  
D a n g e r



What Jude Said
certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who 
were long before handmarked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of 
our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. These are the men who 
are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast 
with you without fear, caring for themselves;
Jude 1:3-4, 12





But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will 
come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 
money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters 
of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its power;
Avoid such men as these.

II Timothy 3:1-5

“Of course I’m a Christian.”



• They think like, laugh at the same things, talk like, 
and do the same things as those without Jesus, but 
associate with Christians.

• Their words are right but the stubborn heart will not 
submit and the actions never change.

• They are defensive at correction or instruction.

• They have a disinterest in the Scriptures, but are 
often drawn to popular Christian-themed books and 
topics and love to discuss them.

How do you recognize the decoy?



Definition:
The “Christian” or “unbeliever” 
that the believer has a natural 
connection with and wants to 
spend time with.  They use 
‘ministering to them’ as the 
reason they are spending time 
with that person. 

They may truly believe they are 
ministering to that person and 
not see it for what it truly is. This 
sheep is naïve and deceived. 

BEWARE of the MINISTRY DECOY!

I really 
ADMIRE 

those 
wolves!

I need to 
HELP those 

wolves!



“I’m the only true believer this person has.”

“They won’t hear about Jesus from anyone else.”

“If they accept me, they will accept Jesus.” 

“If I do what they do, it will show them they aren’t 
condemned.” 

“My love and friendship with them will lead them 
to salvation.”

“I’m not affected by __, therefore I can be around 
it and participate freely in what they are doing.”

Hooks into subtle, but false beliefs:
I really 

ADMIRE 
those 

wolves!



A true follower submits to the authority of 
Scripture and wants to be obedient to Jesus. 
Wolves do not speak truthfully about the 
Scriptures, and do not submit to its authority.  

The Lord’s bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged, with gentleness 
correcting those who are in opposition, if 
perhaps God may grant them repentance leading 
to the knowledge of the truth, and they may 
come to their senses and escape from the snare 
of the devil, having been held captive by him to 
do his will. II Timothy 2:24-25

Treat a wolf and wolf in sheep’s clothing the same. 

“I’m not a believer.”

“I’m a believer.”

What 
you are 

saying is 
FALSE.



W O L F  A L E R T !

Warning: Wolves have been spotted in the area. 
These wolves are dressed like sheep and are dangerous.

Do not panic, but be alert!  



The Sheep are…

Dearly Loved.



The Sheep are…

Defenseless.



The Enemy is…

Relentless.



“I am sending you out like sheep among 
wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and 
as innocent as doves.” Matthew 10:16 

Connection. 
Stay close to the Shepherd.
Stay with the flock.
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