Week 1--Ephesus: an Introduction

Nine NT books influenced by the culture of Ephesus.
Written to Ephesus—Ephesians, | & Il Timothy, Revelation
Written from Ephesus—I Corinthians, John (Gospel), I, Il, & Il John

Background:

*Legend says Ephesus was founded
by the Amazons: Women Warriors!
*The cult of Artemis/Diana (goddess
of the hunt and fertility) was a blend
of the Greek goddess Artemis and
the Hittite goddess Cybele.

* The Temple of Artemis was burned
down on the day Alexander the
Great was born.

*When Alexander wanted to help in
the reconstruction years later, the
citizens politely refused by saying,
“Should one god build a temple to
another god?”

*Caesar Augustus made Ephesus the
capital city of Asia Minor after
Pergamum lost prominence.

*Only 15% of the ancient city has
been excavated to date.

How did they live?

Odeon
State Agora
Domitian’s Temple
Pollio’s Fountain
Curetes Street
Terrace Houses
Celsus Library
Commercial Agora
Great Theater

. Gynasium

. Stadium

12. Artemis Temple/ Brothel/Toilets

13. (Jewish synagogue)
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What did they value?

*Politics

*Engineering

*Business

*Nice Homes

*Learning & Education
*Commerce & Shopping
*Entertainment

*The Body & Fitness
*Sports
*Religion/spiritism and power
*Sensuality/Sex

No one believes in Jesus.
Everyone in the city is
steeped in this culture
around them.

This has been their way
of life for...a very long
time!

Twelve people hear
about their need to
repent and believe in
Jesus for salvation.

What do you do now to take them from their first faith to being a mature believer?

Acts 19:1-10, Ephesians 1-2
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