BIBLE HISTORY
TIMELINE

By LeiannM. Walther




The Background:
TIME AND ETERNITY

My goal in putting this Bible History Timeline
video together was to communicate in the
simplest forms:

A the big themes of Scripture
A the major time periods

A the main characters

A and the important places
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All of these themes fornthe backgroundto the details of the Bible, so the way e :
the video background is put together conveys those same ideas. .

On the bottom layer, there is a pattern of orange, glowing light. This representé

that God is the source and sustainer of everything visible and known to humalns.
(Psalm 19:14, Romans 1:20) e

The next layer is an expanse of space, representing eternity and our awarengs e o
UKFG AU Aa I (Ecdetiadtes 3:14f odzbok alds&yNdshe &ideo, you |
can see the moving, flickering light of stars in the background.
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history, He orchestrated that it be written dow(Deuteronomy 10:4, Il Peter 1:2D1)

¢ G2NBE 2F GUKS . A0f ¢
D X € CKS ogK2tS aiz2NZ = d The final top layer is a grainy black and white film. This was to illustrate the s
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then placing man into that terrarium for His P— Isaiah 40:6)

purposes(Genesis 1:5, Proverbs 16:4, Ephesians 2:10) | also chose the musigeterminationby Jon Wright to convey an unrelenting,
9 OK YIyQa fAFTSGAYS A steady march punctuated with dramatic gongs.

of human history, but all play a part in what

God is unfolding (Psalm 103:15, Psalm 144:4, James
1:1011)

God Himself entered the timeline and had
events recorded at each part. When put

together, the parts show that no human co
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work in redeeming man.
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The Line:
GOD6S REDEMPTI VE PL

¢KS . A0fS Y20Sa FNRBY D2RQa RSl
with one man, Abraham, all within the first eleven chapters of the Bib
In Genesis 12:3 God states that He will make of Abraham a Great Na
and bless all the nations through ONE that will come from his family

line. The rest of the Old Testament unfolds the details of God keeping
|l A& LINPYA&AS (02 FYR U0KNRdAZAK ! 0NF K

There are major periods when events are moving the line forward.
There are times when the line seems to go slowly for hundreds of years
with no recorded details of what is happenifithereare times when it
f2214a tA1S D2RQa LIy A& 3J2Ay3 (2
see the Redemptive story shoot forward.

To illustrate the major time periods, | used a line that tapers as it moves

across the page. Just as it is about to move out of view, a new era
begins. You will notice the tapering line:

after the preAbraham periodGenesis 111)

FFGSNI ! 6N KF YQA RS&OSYRI Yy &Gehebl®l2 6 A NI K §
Deuteronomy)and take possession of Cangaoshua)

after the period of the Judges and the transition through the failed kingship of Saul
(Judged Samuel)

after the Assyrian invasion destroys the Northern Kingdom of Israel
(I Samuelll Kings 17)

after Nebuchadnezzar destroys the Southern Kingdom of Judah and they return
(Il Kings 1&sther, IsaiaMalachi) .

after the Intertestamental period up to the Crucifixion, where it appears Messi
has been cut offDaniel 9:26, MatthewJohn)

after the Church is established and the early apostles and Pa(ActERev.)
FFGSNI Hnun gKSNB 6S R2y QU 1y26 ¢
but we know time goes on and God is continuing His plan.



The Old Testament Characters:
MESSIAH COMES INTO THE WORLD

——— = p— e —— = =

2 KIFGoa a2z AYLJR Pre -Abraham (Genesis1  -11)
THESE characters? Adam:was the first man God created and through him sin entered the world.
From then on there were two linesii K2 84S ¢6K2 0Sft ASOSR D2RQ
HebreWS 11 records &l I|St Of men and women Who and those who turned to their own way and made idols in place of God.
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basis of the names included in this timeline. For Abel: offered to God the firstlings of his flock, which was acceptable to God.
example: Cain and Abel were the children of Adam His brother, Cain, hated Abel and his acceptable sacrifice, and killed him.
and Eve, but only Abel is included in this timeline,
because he is the one listed in Hebrews 11 as
demonstrating faith in God.

Enoch:walked with God, and God took him directly to Heaven.

Methuselah:was the oldest man recorded in the Bible. If you hear someone
__ GKFG a2YS2yS Aa alb a prétRold & a Si Kdz
In addition, Matthew 1 tells the genealogy from
Abraham to Jesus, and it includes the names of four Noah:was warned about the coming Flood and built an ark to preserve |
women. These four women are included in the
GAYSE A y S 3AK246A y3 D2 ~Nor- T L BA | i1 Jobtis generally believed that Job lived before Abraham. Although h
suffered greatly, he revered God even more than his own life. His pal

situation in order to bring His Messiah into the world. endurance was commended by God.



The Patriarchs

(Genesis 12 50) The Wilderness (Exodus

-Deuteronomy)

_ . Moses:was a descendant of Jacob, through Levi, who led all the Israelites out of Egypt a

Abraham:left everything behind in Ur because of Passover. He led them through the Red Sea and into the Wilderness. God instructed him

D2RQa LINBYAasS 02 YIS 2% K write aown the Pentateuch (thie first 5 bocks of the Bible).

bless all peoples through him. . Aaron:was the older brother of Moses, whom God chose to serve before Him as the Higt

SN I\ B SO R S SIS LS. Priest. Oiily these aescended from Aaron could be priests to God.

at age 90X 2 yfossible with God.

The Israelitesnumbered about 21/2 million at the time of the Exodus from Egypt.

AYVKS God made a covenant with them at Mt. Sinai and gave them His righteous laws.
They made a false god and wanted to return to Egypt rather than go forward into Cau

lsaacog I a ! ONJ KI'YQa azy gK2
gave Abraham. God spared his life by providing a ram.
Rebekahg I & Lall 0Qa ¢AFS GKFG D2R

to get for him.

Jacobwas the younger twin of Isaac and Rebekah, who The ConqueSt ('JOShua)
deceived his father in order to get the patriarchal blessing.

God later renamed hirtsrael Joshuawas commissioned to take the Israelites into Canaan after the

death of Moses in order to possess the land promised to Abraham.

Judah:was the fourth son of Jacob. It was prophesied that the scepter Rahabwas a prostitute in Jericho who believed God and helped His

would not depart from hislescendants, even before there was a king. people. She is the second woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jes
Tamar:The first of four women recorded in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1).

(Matthew 1). She had twins with Judah, her fath@rlaw. (Genesis 38)

Josephwas the eleventh son of Jacob. He was sold by his brothers into
slavery in Egypt, where he became theMNadlzE SN | S Y2 ISR | t ¢

family to Egypt during an extended famine in order to keep them alive.



Time of the Judges The United Kingdom (I Samuel 9 1 Kings 10)
(Judges -Ruth 4 Samuel 8) Saulg & GKS FANRG ({Ay3a 2F LaANISEs FfdK2dAaAK

his repeated disobedience ended his kingship. He was killed in battle.
Jonathang I & GKS a2y 2F {ldzZ =X | YAIKGE & NNz
Deborah andBarak:were not married to each killed in battle with his father and two of his brothers.

other, but they worked together to lead the

Israelites to victory over their enemies. David:was from the line of Judah. God promised him and enduring House and Kingdor
loved God with his whole heart and was the Shepherd of Israel. He made Jerusalem t
Gideon:was another unlikely leader whom God OFLIAGEFE 2F GKS O2dzyiNB IyR LX I OS F2NJI
used to help His people when they were in distress. Bathshebawas the wife of Uriah, who, with David, committed adultery. Her son,
{2t2Y2y> ¢l a OKz2aSy o& D2R (42 oS GKS
Jephthah:was of lowly birth, but he made and kept his vow woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jegusthew 1).

in order to secure a victory for Israel.

Solomong | & 51 @AR YR .l 0KaKSolQa azy
Samsong I & &Sd F LI NI F2N D2RQa‘ LidzNL Jarusalem.

because he broke his vow to God, he was eventually

defeated by his enemies, the Philistines.

The Divided Kingdom (I Kings 11 11 Kings 16)

Boaz:was the son of Rahab and lived in Bethlehem during the time of 3 _ _ _ _

the judges. He married Ruth, the widow of a deceased relative. Elijah, Elisha, Jonal#fter the tribes of Israel split from the tribe of
Ruth: was a Moabite woman who abandoned her false idols and religion Judah, they immediately turned from God into idolatry and false
in order to seek refuge in God. She is the gigraindmother of King NBEEAIAZ2Yy ® ¢KSaS LINELIKSUGa2 | f2y:

David and is the third woman mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus FYR RSY2ZyauNrudSR D2RQa LJ2Z2gSN Rd
(Matthew 1).

Jehoshaphatwas a king of Judah who followed God and brought Hi
Samuel was dedicated to God before birth. He was the last of the judges Word to the people. His alliance withicked Ahatand Jezebel, king
and started the time of the prophets. He united the 12 tribes to follow and queerof Israel, almost killed off the royal family of David!
God and anointed the first and second kings of the nation.




Assyrian Invasion The Babylonian Captivity
(Il Kings 17 -20, Isaiah) (Il Kings 21 -25, Jeremiah -Daniel)

_ Josiahwas the last godly descendantDévidg K23 @gKSyYy KS KSI NR D
Hezekiahwas a descendant of Jehoshaphat (and time, wholeheartedly did what it said and led the country in spiritual reform.

David!) who led a purifying reform of Judah and

GdzZNySR ol Ol G2 D2RQa skea I Jeremiahwas a priest whom God called as a prophet to warn King Josiah and his sons t
A _ ; ’ ’ Babylon was coming to destroy Jerusalem unless they changed their ungodly living.
lsaiah:a LJ21 S D2RQa UNXzGK U2

him stand fast in trusting God when the Assyrian Ezekielwas another priest, taken as a captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. He
armies invaded théand.l S alJl2]1S 2% D2 prophesied to fellow captives before and after Jerusalem was destroyed.
aSaaAl K K2 g¢g2dzE R Gl1S U

on Himself(saiah 53)and be worshipped by all Daniel:was of the nobility in Jerusalem. He was taken to Babylon by

nations. (Isaiah 43:25) Nebuchadnezzar to be educated by the Babylonians. He held fast to God an

God showed him the Gentile kingdoms that would rule over His people. You
Micah: was a contemporary of Isaiah who preached in the small might notice in the video that Babylon engulfs both Ezekiel and Daniel, but
towns of Judah. He foretold that Messiah would be born in R2SayQi (2dzOK WSNBYAlI KX gK2 A& fS¥

Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)
Babylon:Nebuchadnezzar exalted his kingdom above all others. |

Habakkuk:came after the Assyrian threat had passed and Judah destroyed Jerusalem and burn¢d2 f 2 Yrempl@ to the ground.
KIR &adzyl Ayidz2 Ada 26840 yR RIENJSA You might notice that the depiction of the Gentile nations now tur
al yld4aSKeo |1'S t2y3SR F2NJ D2RQ& NAIKI to color in the timeline as they take the stage of history. It seems
people who trust Him and wait for the fulfillment of His word.
Assyria:destroyed and scattered the northern country, Israel on its Synagogues, scribes, and rabbis came into existence during the
way to Egypt, but could not capture Jerusalem because God sent a Babylonian captivity and played a role in keeping Jewish culture
wasting plague on the Assyrian armsaiah 3639) You might notice It AGS® ¢KS OFLWAYSa | NB OFtt S
AY GKS GARS2 GKIFG ' da&8NRKl Gyl NNRgf e YA MEuEgnieehl



The Return to the Land

(Ezra -Esther, GREECE
Haggai -Malachi)

Alexanderthe GreatO2 y [j dZSNBER (GKS ¢2NI R | & LINE LXK
Persia®2 v IjdzSNBR .l odf2y @Ay | AIYLJ?.é.S.R uKS .[?‘N..BSCI UKAY 1 AYy3dZ f)\_'FSé.'UéfS
PRSI written law. His generals divided the conquered lands between them, leading to
great persecution of the Jews.

The Maccabeesvere from one family that revolted against the forced worship of

the Greek gods. The Jews rallied to fight the Gigghan forces and gained their
independence. Hanukkah celebrates their victory.

for the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the
Temple to their God.

Zerubbabelwas a descendant of King Josiah who
led a remnant of the people back to Jerusalem. He
is mentioned in the line of Jesus in Matthew 1.

ROME

Ezrawas a scribe who taught the law of God to the
generation that had been born in Babylon. In the video, he'is After the Maccabees gained independence from Greek rule, two political
depicted with the scroll since he was meticulous in his records. parties emerged.

Sadduceescame mainly from the priestly class that largely had adopted the
Esther:was a beautiful Jewish woman who was chosen to Greek thinking and lifestyle.
marry the king of Persia. Through her position, she saved the Phariseescame mainly from the working class that had led the revolt again
Jewish people from a genocide plotted by Haman. the Greeks. They brought Rome in to help them regain their power, but inst

Rome took over and the Jews were once more subjugated to Gentile rulers

Nehemiah:returned to Jerusalem and led in the rebuilding of
the old city wall in 52 days. Caesar Augustusbecame the first Roman emperor in 27 BC. He

ordered a census of conquered lands for paxposesLuke 3. As a
Haggai andechariahwere contemporary prophets who encouraged result of this census Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem,
Zerubbabel and the people to finish the Temple and prepare for the which time Jesus was born.

coming Messiah!

Malachi:was the last of the Old Testament prophets who warned of
I Ll2adlkOe YR SEK2NISR GKSY (2 LINBLI NB



The New Testament Characters:
MESSIAH GOES OUT TO THE WORLD

The Messiah is Here!

John the Baptizertsaiah prophesied that one would
come to prepare the way of the Lord, and John came
baptizing so that people would repent of their sins. He is
often mentioned at the beginning of the Gospels because
KAd YSaal3aS LMAO1L A& dzJ 6 KSNB al
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Mary: was a virgin who was told by Gabriel that the Son
2T D2RX aSadaAiAl KX ¢g2dAZ R 0SS 02Ny
Spirit and would save His people from thaims

(Matthew 1:21). GWS Adra di KS DNB S| T2 N Yeshupand feans$ 6
G4D2R {&/OFONUEE (06K S DNB S| » @edRoirfed NJ

Josephwas a direct descendant of King Dawidtthew 1) One foretold by the prophets.

and took Mary as his wife after being instructed by an Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as foretold by the prophet Micah, and w

angel in a dream to do so, even though she was already announced to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night. Tho:

expecting Jesus. Tt2014 6SNB dzaSR F2NJ 6KS ¢SYL)X S
. A . . [ Y0 2F D2R ¢K2 O 1Sa @shakokVithouk S

Peter, James, andohn:s SNB U KS AYyy SNJ OANDE S 2F WS the shedding of blood there is no forgivenessbrews 9:22)lt is

which there were twelve total. They were fishermen who lived near and through the blood of Jesus that we have the forgiveness of our s

worked on the Sea of Galilee. They left everything to follow Jesus and according to the riches of His graggphesians 1:7 and | John 1.9)

learn from Him. In the Garden of Gethsemane, all the disciples ran away You might notice in the video that when the blood appears, the

from Jesus, but after the resurrection, Jesus appeared to them and ate picture of the lamb fades out: The Lamb of God has been slain :

with them. offering for sin(isaiah 53)



—_— e — = — =
— e —— - —

- — —

After the Resurrection From Jerusalem To The Ends of the Earth

Those who heard and believedhe men who learned from the apostles came to be
Peter, James, and JohAfter witnessing the risen ly2ey a 0KS alLlZauaztAO TFHUKSNRE 2T UK
Jesus and receiving His command to wait in Yy2UAO0S Kz2g ¢AYZUuKeQa YAYyAauNER UNFAfa z
Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit, the apostles are filled 1500, and 2000 years of history, up to modern times. Throughout all the events and
with boldness and courage to proclaim who Jesus evil of each era, men and women have stayed true to the Word of God and proclaime
is and what He has done, even facing persecution. it through the power of the Holy Spirit so that all the nations might know that Jesus is

(‘)ZUK [ZNR YR {I A2N®» WS&ddza al ARY a¢KSE
Barnabas andviark: were cousins and part of the |' iSadAvz2ye 42 Ftt 0KS ylvadedaf@s | yR GF
beginning Church fellowship. Barnabas generously @ SYy azo / 2 Revehtionp220NR WS adza He
sold his land and gave the money to those in need.
He accepted Saul (Paul) into fellowship in Antioch. The three
men set out on the first missionary journey together, but Mark
quit. Later, however, Mark endured hardships to help Paul and
preach about Jesus.

Paul:was a zealous Pharisee trained in rabbinical law under a top
rabbi in Jerusalem. He violently persecuted believers until Jesus
encountered him and took him into His service. He suffered greatly

while sharing about Jesus to both Jews and Gentiles.
(I Corinthians 11:229)

Timothy:22 AY SR t I dA Ay KA&a (N} @St & |-yR
azyoé 1S gla | LIad2NI Ay 9LKSadzaX

Faithful Men:who could teach others also carried the message about Jesus
forward. (Il Timothy 2:2)




The Pictures:
]

REAL PLACES. REAL PEOPLE.

the maker of the land, and He swore an oath to Abraham to give a certain. _ =———_

*’ﬂ ———

piece of land to his descendants. In other words, the eternal and %ﬁ = —— = = —
theological promises of God are not mere lofty ideas for deep thought or == ~5:‘<——?9-« —_— :

debate. God tied His theological promises to real, geographical places. Hoeeem ——= —— : —— ——
came and lived among us and worked in real time and in real pla@ces1) = == = - : . - E

His purpose in taking the descendants of Abraham into the land of Canaa

was to teach them how to live a life of trust in His provision for them.
(Deuteronomy 11:1613)

In the following section, a brief explanation is given for several major cities
that play a key role in different eras of Bible history. As you read through
your Bible, notice where the events are taking place better still, go to
Israel and see for yourself!

The pictures in the Bible History Timeline are edited from photos used with permission from
Dr. Terry C. Hulbert. The video segments are purchased from videoblocks.com.



Egyptwasthe placeAbrahamwent to escapea faminein Canaan
(Genesisl?). Josephwassold into slaveryin Egypt,but later became
the co-rulerand movedhis entire family there from Canaan
(Genesis 46). W/ © 2destendantsdid not assimilate with the
Egyptiansalthoughthey did start to worshiptheir godsand were
enslavedoy the EgyptiansGoddeliveredthem oncefor-all at the
Passoveandledthem throughthe RedSea

Solomonmarriedan Egyptianwife and boughthorsesfrom Egypt
Laterkingsof Judahoften soughtmilitary help from Egyptagainst
northerninvaders rather than seekinghelpfrom God

In Matthew 2, Josephvaswarnedto take Mary andJesudo Egypt
to escapd S NBriar@siousplot.

Shechemwas the first place Abrahamcampedand set up an

altar when he arrived in Canaan(Genesis12). Jacoblater bought a

piece of land here, but after two of his sonskilled the men of the

city, they movedsouth (Genesis34). After the conquestof Canaanthe

people gathered at Mt. Ebaland Mt. Gerizim,on either side of

Shechem (Joshua8) Joshuadelivered his farewell addressand the

bones of Josephwere buried there (Joshua24). In the time of the

judgesD A R Sy Abiinelechsethimselfup asruler at Shechem
(Judge®){ 2 { 2 Ys@nyReloboamwascrownedthere just before

the split of the kingdom, and Jeroboam,the first king of the

northern kingdom,madeit the first capitalof the Northernkingdom
(IKings12). BakerEncyclopediaf the Bible(Elwell W.A., and Beitze] B.J)




The Wilderness was where God led the Israelites
comingout of Egyptdown to Mt. Sinai,where He made a

covenantwith them (Exodu0). In the Wildernessthey were

to forsakethe idols of Egyptand clingonly to God While at

Mt. Sinai,they built the Tabernacleand ordained! | N2
priestlyline, accordingto D 2 Rri3tuctions Theyorganized
themselvesinto tribal units and learnedto fight battles in

preparation to enter Canaanand take possessionof the

land Althoughtheir time in the Wildernesswasto be of a

short duration, their constantcomplaintsagainstGod and

unbeliefkeptthem in the WildernessA0years

Jerichowasthe first city conqueredafter Joshuaand the
Israelitescrossedihe JordanRiver Godbroughtthe walls of
Jerichodown and consecratedthe city to Himselfto show
the Canaaniteghat He was the One fighting againstthem
andremovingthem from the land

During wicked King ! K'l- @etgn, a man disregardedthe
\Word of Godandrebuilt the city, losinghissonsasaresult
(FKings16:24)

Elisha and the company of prophets headquartered in
Jericho(il Kings2). Yearslater, King Herod built his winter
palace in a new Jerichonear the old site. Jesuspassed
through Jericho,healing Bartimaeusand bringing salvation
to Zacchaeugluke1819)




The JezreelValley wasthe largestand richestvalleyin Israel
Major trade routes crossed both EastWest and North-South
Surroundedby hills and mountains,the valley playeda prominent
role duringthe time of the Judgesand NorthernKings

Mt. Taborwasthe site of battle with Barak

Hill of MorehwaswhereD A R Satmyyfoéght

Jezreelwas where wicked Ahab had his winter capital, next to the
vineyardof Naboth Mt. Carmelalsolookeddownon the valley
Shunemwaswhere Elijahraisedaboy¢to life.

Nain,in New Testamentimes,waswhere Jesugaiseda boyto life.
Nazarethwason a ridgelookingdown on the Valley

Mt. Gilboa waslocated on the eastside of the Jezreel
Valley and was the site of several battles The most
significant battle was when Sauland his sons fought the
Philistinearmieshere. Jonathanand hisbrotherswere killed

in battle, but Saulendedhisown life by fallingon his sword
(I'Ssamuel3l1)




Bethlehem meansa K 2 d#f&oSNES lark played an important
role during the time of the Judges Amongits notable people are
IbzanJudgest?), a Levitewho helped establishidol worship for the
tribe of Dan (Judgesi7) and a concubineof another Levite (Judgesl9).
Naomiwas from Bethelehm aswell as Boazand Ruth Their son,
Obed, and his son Jessewere raisedthere. WS & §ofrgestson,
David,was anointed the king by Samuelwho cameto Bethlehem
andfound him pasturingsheep

Becauselosephthe husbandof Mary, was a direct descendantof
5 | @ Ank,Bshadto registerin Bethlehemfor Caesaigustusiax.
It wasthere Jesusvasbornin keepingwith the prophecyof
Micah5:2.

Jerusalentirst appearsin the Biblewhen Melchizedekthe & 1 A
of Salemandpriestof Godmostl A Fni€étsAbraham (Genesis14:18)

Godtells Abrahamto offer up Isaadn the & NB Bfia 2 yNIAwWhikhé
later becomesthe very site of the Temple(li Chronicles3:1). Godchose
Jerusalemiong before 5 | @ désifedo makeit the capital city of

Israelandplacefor D 2 RT€miple (Deuteronomy12:5)

It was at this place where God would provide for Himself the

sacrificefor sin. (Genesi22:8, | Chronicles21:28-22:1). It was the location
where manyprophetsdied at the handsof the leaderswho did not

want to hear D 2 Rrébiike (Matthew 23:37). Jesuswas put on trial in

Jerusalenmand crucifiedjust outsidethe city gate Godwill establish
HisMessiakKingin Jerusalem(pPsalmi10)




Mt. Carmelwas a dividing point between the land of
Israeland the Phoeneciando the north. It was there that
Elijahcalled450 prophetsof Baalto a contestsothat all the
people could see which & 3 2 R ¢ woDI@ dend raint and
therefore, which was to be worshippedand served God
answeredwith fire and then with a magnificentrain storm
after a 3-year droughtt but the hearts of the peoplewere
still unrepentantand unchanged(i Kings18-19)

| ST S Tumn& @sbuilt to divert the water

from the GihonSpringinto the walled sectionof the
city during the invasionof the Assyrianarmyinto the
land. It hasbeendiscoveredunderthe ancientCity of
David in Jerusalem,and an inscription from the
tunnelis housedin a museum

Although this preparation seemed like prudence,
GodrebukedHezekiahandthe peoplefor jumpingto
suchactions BEFOREeekingand turning to Him in
humblerepentance (Isaiah22)




