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Tarsus: was 
distinguished for its 
wealth and for its 
schools of learning, 
rivaling Athens and 
Alexandria.   
It was located 12 
miles north of the 
Mediterranean Sea 
and was near the 
important mountain 
pass on the trade 
routes. 



Gamaliel: Best of the Best 

Paul 

John Mark Timothy 

“I know what the rabbi knows;  
I can do what the rabbi does.” 

Jesus: Best of the Best 
Paul would have been 
educated in the home of 
his devote Jewish father, 
who was training Saul to 
be a rabbi. At the age of 
six he would have gone to 
the synagogue school.  His 
superior knowledge and 
quick mind earned him 
the distinguished honor of 
studying under Rabbi 
Gamaliel in Jerusalem.  
Paul was a member of the 
Pharasaic party. 



•  I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a 
way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and 
make it my slave. 

• Run in such a way that you may win!  
• I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus 

 
• I (shared) in private to those who were of reputation, for 

fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain. 
 

• because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 
 

• I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith 



Cargoes of gold and silver and precious 
stones and pearls and fine linen and 
purple and silk and scarlet, and every 
kind of citron wood and every article of 
ivory and every article made from very 
costly wood and bronze and iron and 



marble, and cinnamon and spice and 
incense and perfume and frankincense 
and wine and olive oil and fine flour 
and wheat and cattle and sheep, and 
horses and chariots and slaves and 
human lives.   























 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 
sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eye 
service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart.  
With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, 
this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave 
or free.   

And masters, do the same things to them, and give up 
threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is 
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.  
Ephesians 6:5-9 



All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard 
their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the 
name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken 
against.  
Those who have believers as their masters must not 
be disrespectful to them because they are brethren, 
but must serve them all the more, because those 
who partake of the benefit are believers and 
beloved. Teach and preach these principles.   
I Timothy 6:1-2 



If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does 
not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 
he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a 
morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes 
about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive 
language, evil suspicions, and constant friction 
between men of depraved mind and deprived of the 
truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of 
gain. But godliness actually is a means of great gain 
when accompanied by contentment.  
I Timothy 6:1-2 



For we have brought nothing 
into the world, so we cannot 
take anything out of it 
either.  
 

If we have food and 
covering, with these we 
shall be content.  

Is this the 
slaves or the 

masters? 



Fall into  
•temptation. 
•a snare. 
•many foolish desires. 
•many harmful desires. 
 
Plunge into ruin and 
destruction. 
 
 

=Those who 
want to get 
rich. 

Is this the 
slaves or the 

masters? 



A root of all kinds of evil 
 
 
Wandered away from the 
faith 
Pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 
 

=love of 
money. 
 
 

=some who 
long for 
money. 
 
 



But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and 
gentleness.  
 
Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called, and you made the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
 



For Demas, having loved this 
present world, has deserted me 
and gone to Thessalonica. 
 

cr Colossians 4:14 
 
 



Instruct those who are rich in this present 
world (1.) not to be conceited  
or to (2.) fix their hope on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all 
things to enjoy.  
Instruct them to do good, to be rich 
in good works, (3.) to be generous and ready to 
share,  
(4.) storing up for themselves the treasure of a 
good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of that which is life indeed. 
 



What was the temptation? 
What was the snare? 
 

1. To think that wealth was an indication of their 
true success and importance. 

2. To think that security was having the right 
amount of money saved up. 

3. To use their resources for themselves instead of 
generously giving them for others. 



What was the temptation? 
What was the snare? 
 
•To put their resources into things 
that had no eternal value. 
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Paul wasn’t talking about an 
amount of money.  The issue was 

Who 

Who 
How do I live? 
 
What do I value? 

love 



Gamaliel: Best of the Best 

Paul 

John Mark Timothy Aquila/Priscilla Corinthians 

Apollos 

12 Men 
(Trophimus? Tychicus? 
Onesiphorus?) 

Jesus: Best of the Best 



The things you have heard me say in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also 
be qualified to teach others. II Tim. 2:2 

Paul to Timothy Timothy to reliable men 
Reliable men who will 
teach others also 

Sara Petty 
1913-2006 

Mary Faith Phillips Leiann Walther 



Who is your spiritual mentor/s? 

You 

Who is 
your 

spiritual 
child? 

Can those you’ve 
trained, train others? Is there any 

competition? 
Gifted person 

Jesus: Best of the Best 


