First Impressions of the Prophet Ezekiel and His Message

Setting:
e Ezekiel ministered from 592-571 B.C. among his fellow Jewish exiles in Babylon who were
deported with Jehoiachin, King of Judah, in 597.
e An apostate remnant of Jews remained in Jerusalem until its final destruction at the command of
" the LORD in 586 by the Babylonians.

Personal Matters:
e In the year Ezekiel was apparently assuming the role of priest (according to his family line), the
LORD called Him to be a prophet (1:1, 2:3-5, also Num. 4:3).
e In his first week of ministry, he was in a very upset state of mind (3:14-15) and apparently lost the
ability to speak except when the LORD was speaking through him (3:26-27).
e Darts of his message included lying on the ground for many days tied up with ropes (4:4-8), and
refraining from mourning when his wife suddenly died (24:16).

Intended Audiences:

e Ezekiel's fellow exiles in Babylon who needed to come to terms with why they were in exile, why
their relatives/friends in Jerusalem were not in a favorable position, and what needed to happen in
order for all of them to be restored to their God

e Future generations of Jews in the Diaspora seeking hope in the midst of continued ‘exile’

e Individuals/communities of the world in any age who suffer estrangement from the living God -
particularly those who already have some knowledge of Him

Primary Themes:
e The LORD’s intention to destroy Jerusalem, from where His glory has departed
e The LORD’s judgment on the nations for their pride and harshness to His people
e The LORD’s restoration of Israel/Judah through a future Ruler and the return of His glory
e The LORD’s commitment to make Himself known

Basic Outline/Plan of Study:
Apr 10 1. Introduction / The LORD’s initial vision and calling to Ezekiel (chaps 1-3)

Apr 17 2. Judah’s demise and the LORD’s departing glory from Zion (chaps 4-11)
Apr 24 3. Indications of a false existence (chaps 12-16)
May 1 4. Reality in full color: Allegories, Proverbs, Symbols, and Laments (chaps 17-24)
May 8 5. The LORD’s judgment on the nations (chaps 25-32)
May 15 6. Later plans to protect and restore fallen Israel (chaps 33-39)
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May 22 Return of true worship and the LORD’s glory to Zion (chaps 40-48)

Summary remarks from two Old Testament scholars (concerning the first half of the book):

“As drama, Ezekiel’s words and actions gave ‘shock treatment’ to a nation made callous by sin against the
Lord. His bold and provocative language was designed to scandalize and convict a people desensitized to
the truth by a life of spiritual adultery. Meanwhile, his symbolic pantomimes served to underscore the
urgency of the hour as Yahweh’s wrath was about to be unleashed on Judah. Few heard the call of God.
In fact, Ezekiel was likened to a skillful player/singer of love songs to people who loved to listen - but who

refused to heed the warning of his message.”
Hill, A.E. and Walton, J.H. A Survey of the Old Testament,
1991, Grand Rapids: Zondervan (p. 344)
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The LORD’s initial Vision and Calling to Ezekiel (chaps 1-3)
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TN The LORD’s departing glory from Zion (chaps 4-11)
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Prophetic dramas portraying Jerusalem’s coming judgment (chaps 4-5)

u,b?‘r’ 2. Prophecies of Jerusalem’s coming judgment (chaps 6-7) Me.,

;syﬁﬁ # o A. To the mountains of Israel (chap 6)

ahﬁ;g;f‘ﬂ’ e Elements of worship (1-5) ) ol ‘
¢ Oz place for thn fo 2 woshpped .t Hoof presene.

e The ‘broken’ LORD (9) ‘ e i T . o
oo T hawe been hrt ( broktr) efter Thur adidiensns heart ek
Key phrase (7, 10, 13, 14): Ezekiel declares >60 times that through the LORD’s judgments and inferd W ed’
restorations, Israel and the nations will come to know Him. Throughout the OT, this verb (heb.‘yada’) ~o Israzl,
generally indicates knowledge gained by intimate personal experience, such as in Gen 4:1 .aﬁMZ&Z 7., - o’s
Punishorent s oF fo G ADINET ith Fem bund 10 9 et .
B. The Day of the End is coming (chap 7) .
s Reawy close. Not farn Aestart h/b‘l’?;trt” L '
, = aat stlvern £ gole awzg —» jlols o mims]
3.@f the LORD’s Temple in Jerusalem (chaps 8-11) In Babylon, Ezekiel is being supernaturally shown
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dr&v&’u C.  The departure of the LORD’s glory in this text is a caution for the Christian, in whom resides the
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Next week: As we go into the following lessons we will discover issues that are crucial for the exiled

people of Judah to process if they (or more accurately, their descendants) are ever allowed to return to v%r
their homeland and experience afresh the glory of the LORD. Please read chapters 12-16 and be looking &b -
for ‘Indications of a False Existence’.
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