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Before the King: An Introduction to the Book of Daniel

Setting and Date:
By 605 BC the Neo-Babylonian Empire had asserted its dominance over the Ancient Near East by several 
decisive victories over the Assyrians, followed by its crushing defeat of Pharaoh Necho II’s army at Carchemish.  
Then, Babylon’s crown prince Nebuchadnezzar II swept into Syro-Palestine prior to returning to Babylon.  Upon 
his arrival, he ascended the throne of his just-deceased father, Nabopolassar.  Daniel chap. 1 records this new 
king’s seizure of Jerusalem temple treasures along with select Jewish youth whom he trained for official service 
in Babylon.  Among these youth were Daniel and his three friends, who all graduated at the top of their class and 
were elevated to influential positions.  Daniel’s court tenure ‘before the king’ extended throughout the rule of the 
Babylonian Empire until its fall in 539 BC, and through the first year of Medo-Persian control under Cyrus.   

Author:
Most conservative scholars claim this book to be the divinely inspired work of the Daniel described in Scripture, 
who probably finished compiling its contents soon after his last recorded vision in 536 BC (10:1).  Yet, in view of 
subsequent fulfilments of such detailed predictions as those in chapter 11, critics questioning this book’s divine 
inspiration tend to argue for 2nd century BC authorship involving a Daniel impersonator.   However, the grammar 
and vocabulary are compatible with a 6th century BC composition.  Also, the historicity with which Ezekiel 
(14:14, 28:3) and Christ (Mt 24:15) viewed Daniel’s life and message further support the earlier date.

Audience:
Chapters 2-7 are written primarily in the Aramaic language, the lingua franca of Near Eastern diplomacy in 
Daniel’s day.  They emphasize the LORD’s dealings with foreign kings and may have been primarily designed for 
international audiences who would have been recipients of the royal decrees contained in most of these chapters.  
The Hebrew language sections (chapters 1, 8-12) appear to emphasize His dealings with and preservation of the 
Jews through their various trials under mostly foreign domination.  

While Daniel’s own life bridged the time gap from Judah’s earliest exile in Babylon to its initial restoration to 
Judah, his message provides an expanded bridge of hope to readers in any age concerning the LORD’s plan for a 
coming Messiah and kingdom that will never end.  Though heavily contested by evil powers, it shall be a heaven-
initiated and sustained kingdom, ruled by The King, and embraced forever by His worshippers from every nation.   

Themes:         
 Assertion:  The LORD God of Israel is King of the nations and sole Sovereign of the world and its future.
 Prediction:  The LORD’s kingdom alone will ultimately triumph, but through great conflict in the interim as 

His authority is contested by earth’s rulers and the nations’ inhabitants. 
 Model: The LORD’s call of Daniel, his friends, and saints through the ages: ‘Holy devotion, excellent 

service, perseverance in trials, righteous influence – all in honor of the sole legitimate King’

An Outline: 
I.     Historic Context: Preparation of Daniel & His 3 friends to ‘stand before the king’ (chap 1; in Hebrew)

II.  The One True God Confronting Gentile Emperors on Their Home Turf (chaps 2-7; mostly in Aramaic)
 A   God of Heaven’s stone smashes 4-part statue of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (chap 2; 602 BC)

 B   God of Israel intervenes in the fiery furnace when all must worship Nebuchadnezzar’s idol (chap 3)
       C    Most High God chops down Nebuchadnezzar’s pride: A redemptive testimony (chap 4) 

 C’  Most High God spells out Belshazzar’s immediate demise: A severe judgment (chap 5; 539 BC)
       B’  The Living God intervenes at the lion’s den when all must worship Darius (chap 6; 538 BC)
A’  Ancient of Days presiding over earth’s 4 failed empires and His own kingdom heirs (chap 7; 552 BC)       

III.  The God of History Preparing His Saints for their Contested Inheritance (chaps 8-12; in Hebrew)
        A.   Visions to Daniel with the angel Gabriel’s interpretive involvement: 

1. The 2-horned ram, the male goat, and the 2300 evening/morning temple sacrilege (chap 8; 550 BC)
2. Beyond 70-year exile to a fuller ‘70x7’ restoration for God’s people and Jerusalem (chap 9; 538 BC)

B.   Concluding Vision to Daniel beside the Tigris River (chaps 10-12; 535 BC)
1.  The appearance of a glorious man in linen assisted by angels engaged in unseen battle (10:1-11:1)

              2.  The LORD’s emerging ‘maskilim’ while earth’s predicted empires wind down
                    a.   God’s people shall endure through Ptolemaic-Seleucid successors of the Greek empire (11:2-35)
                    b.   God’s people shall emerge victorious from trials at the time of the end (11:36-12:13) 
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 Lesson 1: Preparation of Daniel and His Friends to stand before the King (Daniel 1:1-21) – 9/26/2021

I. The ‘Situation’ (verses 1-7): 
A. Other Scripture: 

1. Early promises of foreign exile (Lev 26 & Dt 28-3)

2. Royal hostages to be taken (Is 39)
3. Babylon on 70-year ‘leash’ (Jer 25)   
4. Daniel & Ezekiel (Ezek 1:1-2)

B. Nebuchadnezzar’s 605 B.C (Carchemish, Southern ‘tour’, the throne)

C. The LORD gives Jehoiakim and some vessels:  

D. Royal hostages who are ‘maskilim’: 

E. University training with a goal:   

II.  Drawing the Line (verses 8-16) 
A. What’s the matter with the food? 

Examples of defilement in NT: 

B. Progression: 
1. ‘Set upon his heart’

2. ‘God granted favor’

3. ‘Please test your servants’

4. Personal example: 

III. On to Graduation (verses 17-21)
A. God gave them knowledge and intelligence: 

B. Before the King:  

IV. Closing Observations: 
A.

   
B.

C.

Next Sunday: Please read and ponder Chapter 2, and please pray for the LORD’s direction and blessing 
on this session and the series in general.  Thank you.   


