Week Six

Ephesus: Two Things You Never
Bring up at Family Events

'



What do they value?

*Politics

*Engineering
*Business

*Nice Homes
*Learning & Education
*Commerce & Shopping
*Entertainment

*The Body & Fitness
*Sports

*Religion
*Sensuality/Sex







lew!

WhataV

Great Theater



Opposition from Jews

Acts 19-20
And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking

out b0|d|y for three months, reasoning and persuading them
about the kingdom of God.

But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient,
speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them
and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of
Tyrannus.

For | did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of
God...night and day for a period of three years | did not cease to
admonish each one with tears.



Opposition from Gentiles

Acts 19

About that time there occurred no small disturbance
concerning the Way. For a man named Demetrius, a
silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, was bringing
no little business to the craftsmen; these he gathered together
with the workmen of similar trades, and said, "Men, you know
that our prosperity depends upon this business. You see and
hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul
has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of

people, saying that gods made with hands are
no gods at all.




Opposition from Gentiles

Acts 19
After quieting the crowd, the town clerk said, "Men of Ephesus,
what man is there after all who does not know that the city of

the Ephesians is quardian of the temple (neokorus)

of the great Artemis and of the image which fell down
from heaven?



Nero AD 54-68

Nero was 17 years old when he
became Caesar.

The first five years of Nero's rule
are customarily called a period of
good government under the
influence of his mother (whom he
later killed), Seneca, and the
praetorian prefect.




Timeline of Ephesus

in Biblical Times

30 35 48 49 50-52

1%t Journey
Saul’s

' <A/ V> Conversion Z i ¢
Birth of Jesus Death,

Resurrection,
Ascension

2" Journey

Za

Acts 13:1-14:28 Acts15:1-35  Acts 15:36-18:22

1-1/2 years 2-1/2 years

Augustus
makes Ephesus
capital city of
Asia Minor
instead of
Pergamum.

Church influence
begins to move
from Jerusalem to
Antioch.

...continued

Domitian declares

53-57 68
3 Jour Paul
Executed

’L‘ oned in Caesarea

Acts 18:23-21:16

4 years

- | Timothy

Ephesus to be the Trajan Atempleis
Neokoros—guardian dedicates a built to
city of the Emperor fountain in Hadrian in
Worship. Ephesus. Ephesus.

Builds a Temple and
27’ statue declaring
himself “king of kings
and lord of lords.”

5
n
Jerusalem

Temple is
burned by Titus

Church in Ephesus
starts to play
prominent role
after destruction
of Jerusalem.

Intense persecution
of the church
necessitates the
codifying of the NT
canon and church
doctrine.




| Timothy 2

First of all, then, lurge
that entreaties and

prayers, petitions
and thanksgivings,

be made on behalf of all
men, for kings and all
who are in authority, so
that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in
all godliness and dignity.

WHY?




| Timothy 2

This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.

For there is one God, and one mediator also between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. For
this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, | am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.

Therefore | want the men in every place tO pray...




Nero AD 54-68

"Nero, who used burning Christians
as lights for his own banquets, who
raped male and female Christians
who had been arrested, who sent
thousands to the arena to be torn to
pieces in front of parents, children,
and friends, set the standard for the
treatment of these followers of the
Galilean Rabbi.”




Nero AD 54-68

It is not excessive to say that he was

one of the worst of Rome's emperors in

the first two centuries.

Whatever talents he had, whatever

good he may have done, all is

overwhelmed by three events:

* the murder of his mother

* thefire at Rome

* his savage treatment of the
Christians.




Ephesians 6

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers,
against the world forces of this darkness, against
the spiritual forces of wickedness in the

heavenly places.

Pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness
the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains;

that in proclaiming it  may Speak bOlC"y, as | ought to speak.
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Ephesus: Neokorus

Neokorus—A Temple Warden.

It was customary for cities to compete for the honor of
neokorus because of the benefits it brought them. This
meant the whole world competed to determine who
would honor the deified ruler the most. The people of
Asia Minor assumed their rulers were gods.

If the city got the coveted status, they would bring in
priests and sacrifices and rituals honoring that Emperor.

(i.e., jobs and income!)



Ephesus: Neokorus

Caesar Augustus—Pergamum

Tiberius—Smyrna

Why was Ephesus ruled out? It was too totally devoted to
Artemis.

Nero—proposed Ephesus but died before it happened.
Vespasian and Titus did not take the title of being gods.

When Domitian (81-96 AD) became emperor there
was significant change in the demand for
deification. He insisted on being called "Lord and
God" whenever he was mentioned or addressed.
He established Ephesus as the neokorus for
himself as well as Titus and Vespasian.

DOMITIAN



Domitian’s Temple:
Emperor Worship
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Domitian’s Temple:
Emperor Worship

http://www.followtherabbi.com/ttwmkz/images/ttw-templeofdomitian.jpg



Domitian

The festival held by the cities where each emperor was
worshipped was the most important event in the life of the
people. Generally the festivals were held yearly on the same
day, usually the emperor's birthday or the day of his

becoming emperor. Every person in the city was
expected to participate to honorthe emperor and to

enhance the cities standing as the great patron of that
emperor, a distinction that brought many benefits.

As the procession passed the people who lived along the route of the parade
would come out of their homes and offer incense on the altars carried in the
procession to publicly declare "Caesar is Lord" and the basis for civilized life.

Passersby were expected to do the same. Everyone, guest or citizen
were expected to make such a declaration publicly some time
during the festival.
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Jesus is the ONLY Lord

It is important to understand that the basic reason the believers were
persecuted was not the worship of Jesus or the God of the Bible.

Because the Emperor was the head of the Roman state, and the
state was the basis for all of life, to reject the emperor was to be
unpatriotic, un-Roman. Those who belonged to an organization
dedicated to a God who claimed absolute authority over all,
including the Emperor god, were suspected of political subversion.
They were killed for being rebels.

One must not forget that distinction. It was not one’s allegiance to
Jesus as Lord that was considered dangerous, but the insistence
that he must be the only Lord of all. All other gods are not gods at
all (Acts 19:23-26) but demonic counterfeits.




Revelation 12:11

"What seemed religious to the Christians was
political to the Romans. There was no middle
ground. Either Caesar was Lord or Jesus was.”

And they overcame (Satan) because of the blood
of the Lamb and because of the word of their

testimony, and they did not love their life
even when faced with death.



Your Environment is Hostile...

Do | av0|d speakln up on “sensitive topics"?

Paul t ttgi%r;HLEg ﬁjﬁl I\,%er of Jesus wants

this way?
God createdtt € cP s way:

“You are uneducated and unscientific.”
Homosexuals will not inherit God’s kingdom
“You are a homophobe and bigot.”

Adultery and fornication are forbidden
“You are naive and judgmental.”

There is only one way to God
“You are narrow-minded and unaware of diversity."

Hell is real
“You are unloving and a gullible believer.”



Your Environment is Hostile...

Do | ever use the name “God” instead of the name
of “Jesus” when | am in a non-Christian context in
order to be less offensive?

Do | avoid telling my friends or relatives the truth
about their situation because | fear how they will
react or that they will push me away?



Ephesians 6

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,

but against the rulers, against the powers,
against the world forces of this darkness, against
the spiritual forces of wickedness in the

heavenly places.

Pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness
the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains;

that in proclaiming it | may speak b0|d|y, as | ought to speak.




